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Steps to Immigrate
to the United States

In the late 1930s, hundreds of
thousands of European Jews applied
to immigrate to the United States.

Unlike today, there were no special
provisions for people fleeing

persecution (“refugees”). European
Jews had to follow the difficult United
States immigration process, which
required a lot of time and paperwork.

Jewish refugees wait outside the United States consulate in Marseilles, France, 1941.
US Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of Evic Saul
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Step 1: Apply for the Waiting List

(<

Biener, Selmar

Else

. Jan 121939
LEONSULAT [2-14 Sept 1938 AMERICAN GENERAL CONSULATE
BERLIN
atum des Poststempels Date of Postmark

The General Consulate hereby informs you that you are
registered on the German waiting list under the
following numbers:

e hierdurch mit, 4
te unter den

45685 AMERICAN
CONSULATE

86 BERLIN

It cannot currently be stated when you can expect your case to
be reviewed; however, you will receive a further notification
regarding this matter in good time.

AMERICAN GENERAL CONSULATE

In the 1920s, Congress passed racist laws that set a yearly limit on the people born in each
country who could immigrate to the United States. These laws prioritized immigration
from countries with large, white Protestant populations.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Diana Barzilay and Evelyn Hill
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Step 2: Collect Documents

While on the waiting list,
potential immigrants collected

many documents that they would
need to show American officials.

Sample immigration documents from the Americans and the Holocaust exhibition. US Holocaust Memorial Museum
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US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Harold Stern
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Step 2: Collect Documents
Example B: Medical Clearance

Zen Skt Bekiom Ouan WL, A » ~ Entitled to medical treatment
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- Resele'n oy - Certificate
Pt ACrislomann, , ok 3050 2, asdn Gaft Cmgriey, Johanna Landmann, born 3.12.21, who lives at Augshurg,
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Potential immigrants had to be examined by a US government-approved doctor.
Officials feared that people with certain diseases or disabilities would spread disease or
not be able to support themselves in the United States.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Henry Landman
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Step 2: Collect Documents
Example C: Police Certlflcate

e i 2SN
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and that there is no punishment recorded about him in the police lists.

Chief of Police
in Berlin
Detachment Il (M) Chief of Police
2 in Berlin
\ Detachment Il (M)
Reichsmark [Signature]

stamp
15 September 1938 ~

On behalf of:

United States immigration officials required a certificate from the German police stating

that the potential immigrant was not a criminal.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Annelise Hoffman
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Step 3: Find an
American Sponsor

During the Great Depression, the United States
required proof that a potential immigrant would
not become “a public charge” (that he or she
would not need financial support after arriving
in the United States).

Most Jews did not have enough money to prove
they would not become a “public charge” and
needed to find an American relative, friend, or
stranger to sponsor them.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Thomas Pedrick

Jacques Leo Feger th
9., Pramergasse 1 /17, Vienna, December 29 “, 1938,
Vienna - Germany.

Mr, Geo H. Feger
7153, Montague Street

Philadelphia

Dear Sir,

Above all I have to apologize faor intruding
upon you without having the privilege of knowing you per-
sonallys but being in a2 sore plight I take heart in apply-
ing to you to help me mnd my! brothers.

As we are Jews we are forced to leave Germany
and that as soon as possible and we would like to emigrate
to U.S.A. I suppose you are = relative of ours and so I dare
to ask your help by sending Maffidavita® for me and my bro=
thers.

I beg to inform you that I am engineer-mecha-
nician, my brother, Bernhard, is shoe-manufacturing professi-
onal and my ypungest brother,Norbert, whoy was Darrister
before the change here,is als§ expert in the shoe~trade. On
account of these facts I hope, that we will soon find a job
80 that no charge or obligatiph would arise from the affi-
davit to you.

If it be impossible to you to send affidavits
for all of us I beg you to do your best for one or two of
us and to aif us in finding benefactors who would procure
the others ones.

For your kind help as well as for a soon and
favourable reply you would much oblige,

Yours faithfully, [
: : M}/Vﬁ%
L / \ ‘_‘
Our Dates: ./.

/e
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Step 3: Find an
American Sponsor
Tax Returns

Each American sponsor had to submit
an application, tax returns, and
recommendation letters.

American officials demanded proof
that the sponsor was willing and
financially able to care for the
immigrant if necessary.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of the Estate of Henry Bernhard
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Step 4: Buy a Ship Ticket

In the late 1930s, most people traveled
across the ocean by ship.

After World War II began in
September 1939, American officials
required proof that potential
immigrants had already purchased a
ship ticket (which could be quite
expensive) and would be physically
able to leave Europe.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Stephen Winter
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Step 5: Collect Transit Visas

Potential immigrants needed permission to
enter all countries they would travel through
to reach the ship they would take to the
United States. Foreign officials carefully
monitored anyone who would be entering
their country due to national security
concerns. These officials also did not want
Jewish immigrants to somehow get trapped
there and need financial support.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Robert Treuer
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Step 6: Interview at a United States Consulate

When it was their turn on the waiting list, potential immigrants received
appointments at a United States consulate for an interview with a State
Department official.

The American official examined all the potential immigrant’s paperwork,
the paperwork submitted by the American sponsor, and interviewed him
or her.

Potential immigrants could be rejected for health reasons, financial
reasons, or if the official thought the person might be a security threat.

Challenges of Escape, 1938-1941 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum



Receive a United States
Immigration Visa

Potential immigrants who successfully
gathered all the required paperwork
and passed their interview were granted
United States immigration visas.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum, gift of Robert Treuer
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